World Head of Family Sokeship Council 


World Head of Family Sokeship Council (WHFSC) 

is a martial arts council of international grandmasters and 
masters. Founded in 1993, the group is the first American 
grandmasters council. 

WHFSC represents the various martial arts systems and 
disciplines worldwide. Its membership is by invitation 
only and consists largely of martial artists who are ranked 
9th and 10th degree Dan, or equivalents. 

1 History 

Founded in 1993, the World Head of Family Sokeship 
Council is the first American grandmasters council. 111 It 
was founded by Frank E. Sanchez of Guam and resi- 
dent of Florida. 12 * The membership consists of exclu- 
sively those who are ranked 9th and 10th degree Dan, or 
equivalent 131 and is by invitation or sponsorship only.* 11 
However, 8 th degree Dan and author Tero Laaksonen of 
Finland was inducted in 2012. * 4 * The WHFSC is a non- 
political organization, it respects all martial artists regard- 
less of style or discipline and does not confer or grant 
Grandmaster status.* 3 ' 

In 2000, the organization had 149 members,* 6 * and 
as of February 2016, the membership stands at 293 
internationally.* 7 * WHFSC acceptance is based upon ver- 
ifiable attributes, in 2013, only two of the four nomi- 
nees passed the review process and were accepted into 
the Sokeship Council. The WHFSC has no membership 
fees.* 8 * WHFSC accepts martial arts that are at least a 
decade old and practiced in no fewer than five states.* 9 * 

Formally known as the American Martial Arts Associ- 
ation and the American Martial Arts Alliance, interna- 
tional interest caused Frank Sanchez to rename the orga- 
nization to the World Head of Family Sokeship Coun- 
cil in 1992. Even though Guam is a U.S. territory, 
there was resistance to Sanchez heading a United States- 
based martial arts organization. Additionally, reser- 
vations from non-Japanese practitioners embracing the 
term "Soke" took some time to overcome. In November 
1996, Sanchez published an article in Black Belt Maga- 
zine , “What’s Wrong With a Martial Artist Creating His 
Own System?"* 10 * In it he reasoned, that the current tra- 
ditional systems were at one time considered eclectic and 
the teachings of WHFSC members like Wally Jay, Remy 
Presas and Bill Wallace, "...are the traditional systems of 
tomorrow.”* 7 * 

There are only two ways for authentic 


recognition as a grandmaster. One is to be des- 
ignated as the legal and official successor to a 
martial arts system upon the death or retire- 
ment of the present grandmaster, and the other 
is to actually develop a new and different mar- 
tial arts training style. The Council does not 
promote or issue rank in the martial arts. Its 
purpose is only to recognize those who are le- 
gitimate grandmasters. 

In this world of internet diploma mills, 
there are many who purchase fraudulent cre- 
dentials and establish themselves as masters 
and grandmasters. The Council filters out these 
unethical individuals and refuses them recogni- 
tion and membership. * 1 1 * 

— “The Gathering of Eagles: The 

World Head of Family Sokeship Council”, 
Combat Magazine (20 11) 


The World Head of Family Sokeship Council is head- 
quartered in the United States and holds annual Hall of 
Fame Banquet and Seminars at varying locations.* 12 * 


2 Additional notes 

• The WHFSC’s leadership has included Jackie Chan, 
Royce Grade, Jeff Speakman, Masaaki Hatsumi, 
and Don Wilson since 1997. * 13 * 

• Founder Frank E. Sanchez was honored by Jack- 
sonville, Florida Mayor, John Peyton in 2004, for 
the creation of his San-jitsu style, the formation of 
the WHFSC and his dedication to training for mili- 
tary and law enforcement.* 141 

• In recent popular culture, honorary WHFSC mem- 
ber, Don “The Dragon” Wilson headlines in the film. 
The Martial Arts Kid (2015). Of the seven additional 
martial artists hired to ensure authenticity. Bill “Su- 
perfoot” Wallace and Jeff Wilson (a personal pro- 
tection specialist for celebrities) are also honorary 
WHFSC members.* 15 ** 16 * 

• In 20 1 5, Sigorney Weaver accepted Honorary Mem- 
bership into the WHFSC as a red belt, studying un- 
der Brian Kula Fung.* 17 ** 18 * 
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3 Further reading 

• The world’s martial arts elite : a book of authorized 
biographies, by Frank E. Sanchez, World Head of 
Family Sokeship Council (1999) OCLC 45610418 

• World Head of Family Sokeship Council, by Don 
Warrener, Rising Sun Productions (2008) ISBN 
1897307608 

• The Martial Directory North American Martial 

Arts Instructors Guide 2012: Full Color, by 

Allen Woodman, CreateSpace (2014), ISBN 978- 
1479200627 [191 

• WHFSC Grandmaster’s Council: a compendium of 
the world’s leading Grandmasters, by Bram Frank, 
Lulu (2013), ISBN 9781300575672 

• WHFSC GM book vol #2, by Bram Frank, Lulu 
(2015) ISBN 9781312270756 
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